CRUCIFIXION
the spear wound. There is no blood from a corpse, however you wound it, because the circulation has ceased. The recorder, urgent as he always was to verify prophecy, saw the blood coagulate into clot and serum, which latter was the water. That the wound could not have been serious, anyone who has used a spear knows. A lance with the impetus of a galloping horse and his rider behind it, will go through a man easily. A bayonet fixed to a heavy rifle held low, with the whole weight and thrust of a man behind it, will make a dangerous wound. But you may stand still and thrust at a man above you with an iron-pointed spear and you will find it difficult to make even a flesh wound. A man's skin is very tough and elastic. I have myself carried a spear in a war ; I have seen hand-to-hand fights with spears, and I know. Moreover, if you dangerously wound a man in a state of insensibility, he recovers life and consciousness before he dies. Yet Jesus showed no sign. There is no possible doubt but that the wound was trivial, and is only recorded in the fourth Gospel to fulfil prophecy. This spear wound is not even alluded to in the other accounts. So that Jesus came to no great bodily harm by his crucifixion. He had wounds in his hands, and perhaps on his feet, and the skin on his side was pierced to the rib, and that was all. Then in the evening, say about five o'clock, Jesus was taken down.